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The Addams Family

By: Van Heller

 MHS’s Drama Department hosted 
a ghoulish production of the Addams 
Family. 
 With a packed house, the musical 
started with the traditional Addams 
Family theme song with who else to lead 
the infamous snaps but Thing. 
 The play’s plot created around 
the love between Wednesday Addams 
(Holly Richmond) and Lucas Beineke 
(Ryan Gallagher), and their families who 
try to  pull the two young lovers apart. In 
the end, however, the two families put 
away their differences and Wednesday 
and Lucas find their way to true love. The 
songs were performed very well, and the 
acting was second to none. 
 Brian O’Sullivan (Gomez 
Addams) was especially fun to watch; 
his performance and his ability to hold 
his exquisite accent while singing and 
dancing was impressive, to say the least.
 Ms. Walsh director, “I feel like 
we really grew from start to finish, every 

night we got stronger. We could have 
had another dress rehearsal for the pit 
[musicians] just to have everyone on the 
same page, because it was a very difficult 
book to learn, musically.  She expressed 
her excitement for the lower classmen, and 
regrets about losing her upperclassmen. 
 MHS has been holding their own, 
putting out some of the most entertaining 
plays in the area. The stellar cast packed 
with talent made the stage come to life and 
enticed the audience with dark mischief 
and devilish humor. 
 Ms. Walsh has never disappointed 
an audience with her professional expertise 
in the art of theater. Every production is 
spectacular.

Winter Pep Rally 
By: Catherine Furman and Staff Editor
 A sea of green filled the bleachers. 
Students’ buzzing energy surrounded the 
gymnasium. The loud chatter and laughter 
could be heard from down the hallways. 
MHS’s pep rallies always provide 
entertainment for the students. 
 The host, Chris Jascowitz, started 
the event off by recognizing all winter 
sports teams. The Unified Basketball 
Team then played. The crowd roared while 
the team dribbled up and down the court. 
As each team scored, the students in the 
stands grew even more excited. The team 
sure knew how to put on a great show for 
the crowd. 
 After the Unified basketball team 
left the court, the game Hungry Hungry 
Hippos was played by four different 
competitive teams. In each corner of 
the gymnasium were four students. Two 
students lay on the scooters, while their 
teammates rolled them to the center of the 
gym to collect the balls. The goal of the 
game was to collect the most balls. The 
two teams with the most balls collected, 
would then advance to the next game, 
Tug of War. The Tug of War game would 
determine who won the Dunkin Donuts 
gift card. Lucas Chaude, Brian O’Sullivan, 
Sierra Talley, and Gigi Rodriguez were the 
winners of the Tug of War competition. 
 After Tug of War, several MHS 
students and teachers participated in a 
staff versus student dodge ball game. The 
game was very competitive. Mr. Stonoha 
was the last man standing for the teachers, 
but luckily one of the final three students 
hit him, resulting in a victory for students 
this year.  
 The cheerleaders performed the 
routine that won them an unprecedented 
third straight ECC title. Emily Funk said, 
“We had fun because it was our first time 
showing the whole school our routine.” 

Brian O’Sullivan as Gomez Addams.                                                                   Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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SPORTS
Montville Rocks the Mat

By: Megan Henderson

 The past three years are proof 
that nothing can stop the Montville 
cheerleaders from being successful. The 
cheer team accomplished something that 
not many teams do they placed first in 
division two at ECCs for the third year in 
a row. Montville, the highest scoring team 
of the day, beat their opponents with a total 
of 174.85 points out of 200. The 2017 All-
ECC Recipients are Nicole Funk, Taleeya 
Thomas, Samantha Tulli, and Sarah May. 
May said, “I was incredibly excited and 
happy. Defending the title for the third 
year in a row was so satisfying. It made all 
the hard work we put in this season really 
feel worth it.”
 Coming off the first place victory 
at ECCs, MHS cheerleaders competed 
at the State competition. The cheer team 
competed against 20 teams and took home 
fourth place. They also competed again at 
State Opens. According to Sarah May, 
the cheer team “hope[d] to perform like 
[they] did at the ECC competition” and 
“show that MHS Cheer can really hold 

[their] own against the best teams in the 
state.” The cheerleaders planned to have 
fun, but also do their best. 
 Montville competed at the New 
England competition on Saturday, March 
18. The team placed seventh in their 
division. The New England competition 
was their last competition of the year. The 
girls finished their year off strong and now 
look forward to next year. 
 Montville will be losing several 
seniors who have played a crucial role in 
the success this year. May said that the 
team must “increase [their] tumbling and 
work really hard to form new stunt groups 
that can work well together.” She went on 
to say that dynamics change each year, but 
she is sure that the team will remain great 
in the upcoming years. 
 Montville is incredibly proud of 
the cheer leaders and we can’t wait to see 
what they bring to the mat next year.

What’d They Say?
By: Van Heller
 Besides being known for their 
unbelievable talent, professional athletes 
are also known for making questionable 
statements to the press. 
 Arian Foster (Former Running 
Back for the Miami Dolphins) made an 
outrageous claim on social media that 
he could win a hand-to-paw fight with a 
wild wolf. Now, there is no recorded bout 
between a human and a wolf, but Foster’s 
confidence in his challenge has proven to 
be gold for the media coverage.
 Foster has joined the ranks of 
athletes who’ve supported theories that 
most people would second-guess. Kyrie 
Irving (Point Guard for The Cleveland 
Cavaliers) spoke about his theory that the 
earth is flat. Irving backed up his claim by 
explaining that “the man” has been hiding 
the truth in our educational system and 
“they” have been lying to people’s faces 
for years. Andrew Bogut (teammate) 
has been backing Irving up and also 
defending his own conspiracy theories. 
Bogut believes in the theory of Pizzagate 
and has been asking questions regarding it 
since the beginning of 2017. 
 Athletes have never been subtle 
about exploiting their beliefs to the 
public. It’s been going on since the days 
of Muhammad Ali trash talking George 
Forman and Mike Cameron (retired 
MLB Player) stating the Sun is 500,600 
years old. Athletes have been saying 
outrageous, crazy, and inspirational 
quotes since basketball was played with 
peach baskets. Whether sports fans think 
the outbursts are amusing or ignorant, the 
media will almost immediately cover the 
story. Athletes’ influences on media have 
extended from just their mere skill to 
their persona off the court. It seems these 
athletes can’t go out for a cup of coffee 
without the press breathing down their 
necks.

The cheer team performs their routine at the Class M State Championship.                 By Fernanda Reyes
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SPORTS

By: Nicole Funk
 It is finally spring, which means a 
new sports season is upon us. Students are 
gearing up for lacrosse, baseball, tennis, 
golf, and softball. Each team has high 
hopes for a successful season.
 Dane Concascia of the boy’s 
lacrosse team said that the team is “going 
to show [their] best abilities on the field” 
and he hopes they will “make States for 
the second year in a row.” Girl’s Lacrosse, 
led by captains Karlee Rewers, Alyssa 
Turchetta, and Jenna Banta, hope to put 
an ECC banner on the wall, the first for a 
lacrosse team at Montville High School. 
  “Baseball hopes to win the ECC 
regular season championship as well as 
the tournament championship, and to 
make a run in States,” says Seamus Barry, 
the team’s only senior. Softball plans on, 
“working on fundamentals, as well as 
make states.”

Spring Sports

 Boys’ Tennis senior captain, 
Hunter Stepanion, wants to win their 
division for ECCs as well as claim a 
winning record. Tessa Rummel says the 
girls’ tennis team is planning on working 
with underclassmen to develop their skills 
and get the whole team to ECCs. 
 Senior Chris Bouchard says, “The 
golf team expects to do well in their ECC 
division as well as make states.” For Boys 
track, senior Van Heller says, “I’ve never 
seen so many kids come out for outdoor 
track. This is a good sign since we have 
always had trouble filling the holes. Our 
goal is to try and get a state banner.” It 
seems that all spring sports teams have 
one thing in common-- being successful. 

By: Van Heller

 The Indianapolis Colts have just 
lost their veteran punter Patrick McAfee 
after eight years of playing in the NFL. 
This took the Colts by surprise because 
McAfee still had two years left on his 
14.5-million-dollar contract. Weeks prior 
to the announcement, McAfee decided 
he was done with professional football. 
McAfee will be trading his pads for 
paper, as he is planning on running the 
Indianapolis office of Barstool Sports (a 
satirical sports website) where he wants to 
further his comedic career.
 McAfee received backlash from 
the public for leaving the Colts after his 
most successful year in his entire career. 
In an interview with IndyStar.com, 
McAfee reflected on telling the team’s 
general manager Chris Ballard that he was 
departing. “That conversation was the real 

Punter to Writer: Pat McAfee 

weight on my shoulders because I didn’t 
want to let him down… I didn’t want him 
[Ballard] to be mad at me.” 
 At first Jim Irsay (Colt’s Owner) 
was stunned at McAfee’s decision, but 
showed little opposition to his choice. 
Most of his former teammates were 
happy for McAfee and wish him the best. 
Many of them expressed their feelings on 
Twitter, “Gonna miss the BOOMSTICK!! 
Hilarious, awesome dude. Great locker 
room guy had so much swag. Best of luck 
brother @PatMcAfeeShow!!” tweeted by 
Vontae Davis (Cornerback) was one of the 
many tweets McAfee received from the 
Colt’s roster.
 Colt’s Kicker, Adam Vinatieri, has 
had a harder time dealing with McAfee’s 
departure. Vinatieri has been begging 
McAfee to reconsider his retirement 

and continue playing while writing for 
Barstool Sports. In another interview 
with IndyStar.com Vinatieri said, “I said, 
‘Man, do both. You’re so good at punting. 
We need you. I need you… I’m excited 
for him. I just miss. I talked to him and I 
was like, ‘Man, are you sure? It’s not the 
same without you, buddy.” The admirable 
bromance between these two athletes 
came to an end, and Vinatieri’s pleas 
didn’t stop McAfee’s decision.

Photo by: Jessica Stronach 
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ARTS AND CULTURE
St. Patrick’s Day

By: Natalie Wright

 Upon the mention of shamrocks, 
the color green, and the excitement of 
early spring, the first thing to come to 
mind for most people is St. Patrick’s Day. 
Celebrated on March 17, this holiday was 
meant to recognize religious freedom for 
the Irish who faced animosity for their 
beliefs when nearly a million of them 
traveled to America in the 1800s. It is 
named after the patron saint of Ireland, 
Saint Patrick, who dedicated a great deal 
of his life to converting Irish people to 
Christianity. He did this by incorporating 
Irish culture into his teachings to keep 
his people involved. In his lifetime, he is 
thought to have converted over 135,000 
people and established around 300 
churches.  
 What began as a religious holiday 
is now a celebration of Irish culture in the 
United States. Due to the fact that there 
are 34.5 million people of Irish decent 
in America, and mere populations of 4.6 
million people in Ireland, it doesn’t make 
sense to most people that St. Patrick’s Day 

is not an official holiday in this country. 
Businesses are still open, school is still in 
session, and adults normally don’t get the 
day off work.
 For Americans who celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day, some of the traditions 
include listening to Irish music and 
attending parades dedicated to the 
occasion. Supporters show their spirit 
by sporting the colors of the Irish flag 
and eating traditional Irish foods such as 
potatoes and roast chicken. People wear 
Shamrock pins and warn others about 
little leprechauns that pinch those not 
wearing green. In Ireland, the government 
put together a festival that lasts over the 
course of multiple days. It takes place in 
Dublin and features performances and 
other celebratory customs.
 It is believed that Saint Patrick 
died on March 17, 461 AD, which is why 
the holiday is observed on that day.

Beyonce’s Beybies
By: Maddy Dawley
 A recent Instagram post by the one 
and only Beyoncé has people freaking out 
all over the Internet. Beyoncé announced 
that she is pregnant with twins!
 Beyoncé’s announcement on 
social media is the most liked post on 
Instagram. She shared a photo with the 
caption, “We would like to share our love 
and happiness. We have been blessed two 
times over. We are incredibly grateful that 
our family will be growing by two, and 
we thank you for your well wishes. – The 
Carters.” The photo of her in a green veil 
cradling her baby bump with a beautiful 
background of flowers has reached over 
six million likes and has over 334,000 
comments.
 In the photo Beyoncé posted on 
Instagram, MD and OB/GYN Sherry 
Ross had said that she looks to be about 
20 weeks along with her pregnancy. This 
means Beyoncé should be due sometime 
in June. Due to her pregnancy and doctor’s 
orders, Beyoncé pulled out of the 2017 
Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival. 
Beyoncé said that she would be back at 
2018’s Coachella.
 Beyoncé was able to show off 
her baby belly at The Grammy’s. She 
performed an amazing show in a sheer 
golden gown, which was embroidered 
with sequin and beads. Beyoncé’s second 
dress of the night was a long red gown 
with sequins all over. Both dresses were 
designed by Peter Dundas and were 
actually the first dresses he ever made 
after setting out to design on his own. 
Both of Beyoncé’s dresses were stunning 
and showed off her baby bump perfectly.
 Before getting pregnant with her 
five-year-old daughter Blue Ivy, Beyoncé 
suffered a miscarriage. Her miscarriage 
was an emotional struggle for her, and 
she mentioned in her film, “Life Is But 
A Dream” that songwriting “was the best 
form of therapy for me, because it was the 
saddest thing I’ve ever been through.” 

Kristiyana Petrova dressed in green for St. Pattys Day                                    Photo By: Catherine Furman
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By:  Emmiley Genua

MHS Welcomes Alessio

By: Natalie Wright

 In an age of plump lips and 
Instagram eyebrows, perfected facial 
features are desired now more than 
ever. The idea of body modification and 
permanently altering one’s features isn’t 
exactly a new concept. Following the 
trends of tattooed eyeliner, permanent lip 
liner, lash enhancements, dimple surgery, 
and microbladed eyebrows are false 
freckles. 
 While many people born with 
freckles have tried everything to get rid of 
them, a lot of people crave the youthful 
and summery appearance, and think that 
freckles will improve their looks. The 
trend of faux freckles has been around for 
quite a while now, with most beginners 
dotting on the beauty marks with brow 
product to achieve a soft pigment. Others 
turn to a product that the user applies like 

Mo  Freckles Mo Problems

a temporary tattoo—a stencil is put on the 
face and after a layer has been applied a 
few days in a row, the results will last for 
up to six weeks. 
 Though false freckles may seem 
cheap, they are actually quite expensive. 
The actual cosmetic procedure costs 
around $250, with touch ups that range 
from $80 to $100. The tattoos are 
temporary and only last up to three years; 
if the person getting the procedure wants a 
long-lasting effect, they need to continue 
to get their freckles retouched so they 
don’t lose their pigment. This is an added 
expense for those who like the results and 
want them to last. 
 One of the things that may cause 
people to turn away from the tattoos and 
stick to the temporary option is the fear 
that the freckles will stretch on the face 

over time, similar to any other tattoo. A 
lot of people end up dissatisfied with the 
end result because if not done correctly; 
the marks don’t always look natural. Also, 
heavy exposure to the sun will cause 
discoloration, and the freckles may appear 
orange rather than brown. Some possible 
health risks include allergic reactions 
and infections if the procedure isn’t done 
properly or it isn’t well taken care of. Just 
like any other other tattoo, faux freckles 
may look pretty, but there are definitely 
some points to take into consideration 
before going through with the procedure. 
Always remember, that it’s important for 
you to appreciate your natural features 
before going out of the way to change or 
enhance them.  

 MHS welcomed the exchange 
student, Alessio Alia, from Palermo, 
Sicily in Italy. Alessio is staying with 
Nicco Brown and his family. As one would 
imagine, making the decision to travel to 
America was difficult. Alessio decided to 
come to America because he has “been in 
Italy for about sixteen years” and “was 
tired of the same stuff every day.” He 
wanted to “experience something new and 
learn about different cultures.” Alessio 
has been enjoying hisnew environment 
and has been making friends just as easily 
as any other MHS student. 
  Montville and Italy are 
very different. Alessio explains, “It’s been 
nice and there’s a lot of different people 
and places. I really like to learn new 
things and when I think about Italy and 

Montville, there’s a big difference. I live 
in a big city with about 700,000 people in 
Italy and Montville is a lot smaller than 
that. The public schools here are better 
than the ones in Italy and all around the 
people here in Montville are nicer and I 
like it.” Submerging one’s self in a new 
country opens his or her eyes to new food 
and drinks. Alessio said, “The food is 
good in Montville but there’s a lot of fat 
foods and in Italy I eat a lot of pasta and 
fish/raw fish.” 
 Not only do exchange students 
benefit from traveling here, but also 
Montville does. Exchange students, like 
Alessio, give MHS the opportunity to 
learn new things about different cultures, 
companies, restaurants, and daily routines. 

Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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OPINION
Van’s Culinary Corner:
Café Sol

By: Van Heller

 This installment of VCC takes us 
to the quaint village of Niantic where my 
culinary pilgrimage drops me at the front 
steps of Café Sol. Café Sol functions with 
the order and sit format and is located in 
the middle of Main St., so it’s an accessible 
restaurant for a quick bite to eat. 
 I grabbed a bottle of one of those 
alternative fruit drinks and ordered the 
Opposites Attract wrap. This wrap, believe 
it or not, was chock-full of contrasting 
ingredients. Within the wrap’s tortilla, 
there was ham, turkey, Havarti, smoked 
Gouda, roasted red and banana peppers, 
sautéed onions, red onions, lettuce, 
tomato, lathered with a thin layer of hot 
buffalo mustard, oh and can’t forget the 
pickle on the side. 
 The wrap had an exotic taste that 
changed with every bite. The deli meats 
held a great base while, depending on 
where you bite into, the peppers could 
switch from the spicy tang of a banana 
pepper to a hot, yet mild, red.  The 
sautéed and red onions gave the wrap its 

sweet flavor, and the hot mustard gave the 
whole experience an extra kick. Opposites 
Attract is a definite choice for anyone who 
is a little daring and is willing to take on a 
unique meal.
 Now, this little shack screams the 
usual hipster vibe that cafés have been 
selling for years. Although I am not a 
hipster (though I own a record player and 
a Polaroid camera), Café Sol is an inviting 
atmosphere that will welcome all walks 
of life. Looking around the artsy décor it 
was warming to see the diverse groups of 
people eating, talking, and enjoying their 
late morning snack. The place gives a real 
communal establishment and I can tell 
just from my first visit that the staff knows 
the locals and the cliental feel comfortable 
at the café. Leaving the Sol, I was a little 
weary from the thick wrap, I went back 
to my car, and the only thing on my mind 
was when I will be coming back.

I.G. Careers
By: Ashley Seldon
 Nowadays it appears that a nine 
to five job or college degree isn’t exactly 
required to meet the modern day version 
of success. People can rake in thousands 
and gain fame through just a simple 
Instagram post. Teen girls are giving up 
on the idea of furthering their education 
to chase dreams of the typical L.A. 
lifestyle—vegan dieting, lip fillers, and 
waist slimming methods to achieve that 
Kim Kardashian-West figure. 
  Makeup artists don’t even 
have to go out of their way to create 
breathtaking beauty on others. In a simple 
one-minute tutorial posted to Instagram, 
artists like Naomi Giannopoulos will 
draw on bold brows and blend crazy 
contour. Comedians, like King Bach, 
post short video clips showcasing funny 
skits in order to entertain their following. 
Instagram models like Tammy Hembrow 
rose to fame with their stellar fashion 
sense and trendy feed. Musicality users 
like Baby Ariel invade Explore pages with 
their short videos of lip-syncing to auto-
tuned music.  
 Instagram stars’ notoriety is 
evident in their verified checkmarks and 
hundreds of thousands of followers. Not 
only do these people make big money 
for doing absolutely nothing, they also 
obtain beneficial sponsorships. People 
with hundreds of thousands of followers 
make around $500-$5,000 per post; 
others with millions can get $20,000-
$100,000 per post. These “celebrities” 
lock deals with companies like Fashion 
Nova, Sugarbearhair vitamins, FitTea, 
and Express Smile Atlanta. All they have 
to do is pose with the product and post to 
social media. 
 This system of fame is unfair 
to those who actually get up and work 
every day. However, it doesn’t make 
sense to resent these people for the fame 
they’ve received when it’s people like us 
following and liking their posts. 

Cafe Sol                                                                                                                      Photo By: Van Heller
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OPINION

By: Abigale Houser

What’s the Deal? 

By: Andrew Petherick

 The New England Patriots have 
won their fifth Super Bowl, but like 
previous years, it came with a ton of 
attention. This year’s little shenanigan 
involved, of course, President Donald 
Trump. James White, Chris Long, Alan 
Branch, Dont’a Hightower, LeGarrette 
Blount, Devin McCourty, and Martellus 
Bennett (all starters) have refused to 
attend the White House with the Patriots 
organization because of their dislike  of 
Trump. However, the star quarterback, 
Tom Brady, and head coach Bill Belichick 
are supporters of Trump. Here arises the 
major dilemma: Should the players be 
required to visit the president?
 For some odd reason, the players’ 
choice not to go to the White House has 
gained a lot of attention compared to 
any other year when players opted out of 

Trump vs. Patriots

attending. For example, two years ago, 
when the Patriots won the Super Bowl in 
2015, Tom Brady opted out of going to the 
White House. Many people did not know 
this until the widespread attention of this 
year. No matter the year, the NFL is bound 
to get a player that is not going to want 
to attend the White House because of 
personal obligations or political disarray. 
The NFL should just stop the White 
House visitation after winning the Super 
Bowl because many of the players on the 
teams come from different backgrounds 
with different political views. 
 Many traditional Americans 
would argue that it is a custom that sports 
teams visit the White House and we should 
continue it. Yet, this tradition is becoming 
more of a dilemma nowadays. Many fans 
lose interest in their players when they 

find out that the player’s political views 
are different than their own. Therefore, to 
prevent this, maybe the NFL along with 
many other sports organizations should 
consider stopping White House visits even 
if they are traditional. Political differences 
mix up strong emotions with many people 
in America and many other places.
 The optional aspect of attending 
the White House sounds ideal, but if a 
player does not attend for political reasons 
it stirs the media’s attention negatively 
and positively. Politics should be separate 
from sports since they are both on 
completely different spectrums in today’s 
society. The NFL has enough attention; I 
do no think politics should add any more 
news.

 As a woman, it is expected that 
I know little about sports, but what I 
do know is people take sports way too 
seriously. In the news and all over social 
media there are videos of coaches taking 
things too far with players during practice 
or during games, and the amount of 
pressure being put on young athletes is not 
fair. Some may excuse the coach’s actions 
by saying “Oh it is all a part of the game.” 
I don’t believe calling teenage men names 
that dispute their masculinity has anything 
at all to do with pushing them to throw a 
football further.
 After the 2017 Super Bowl, there 
was a lot of disagreement between Patriots 
fans and Falcon fans, and it was getting 
out of hand. A woman and her blind son 
went to a local Walmart and were greeted 

by a rude cashier who would not speak to 
either the woman or her blind son. When 
the woman realized the cashier was not 
going to talk to her she signed and asked 
if the cashier was deaf. When the cashier 
responded no and that the woman was 
rude the woman replied that the cashier 
was rude for not talking to her, and for 
not telling the woman’s blind son the total 
amount. The cashier demanded that no, 
in fact, the woman was rude for wearing 
a Patriots jersey. This is what our world 
has come to when people refuse to serve 
others because they don’t share the same 
sports views. 
 Sports shouldn’t affect how 
people treat one another, and sports 
definitely shouldn’t allow coaches to 
verbally and physically abuse athletes.  

Stock Photo
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LIFE
Party in the ‘J-P-N’

By: Megan Henderson

Three MHS students are packing their 
bags and traveling to Japan this summer. 
Nicole McDonald, Ryan Radgowski, and 
Caroline Stephenson will be going to Japan 
with the Rotary Club in June. The students 
will leave on June 29 and return July 20. 
The trip gives students the opportunity to 
learn about different cultures, to travel to 
different cities in Japan, and to experience 
Japanese life.
 The girls are looking forward to 
traveling to a different country. Nicole 
McDonald said, “I’ve never had an 
opportunity to go this far away, so it’s 
something that I just had to take up. I 
can’t wait to come back and share my 
experience with friends and family. I feel 
like it will be interesting comparing the 
American culture to Japanese culture.”  
The students will be able to visit major 
cities in Japan including, Osaka, Kyoto, 
Nara, and Hiroshima. Then, the group will 
travel to the island of Shikoku and take 
part in home-stays with local Japanese 

families. 
 Traveling helps people view the 
world in different ways. Ryan Radgowski 
said, “I really hope to get a better 
understanding of the world from this trip. 
I’ve never been so far away from home, 
and I’m just super excited to go experience 
another culture and see different beauties 
of the world.” Radgowski and McDonald 
are both excited to get out of “suburban 
Connecticut” and see the world. The girls 
have “huge fascination[s] for people, 
cultures, and photography.” The trip 
allows, “[the girls] to explore” themselves 
and the world. 
 Caroline Stephenson is looking 
forward to gaining more knowledge about 
Japan and the culture. Stephenson decided 
she wanted to travel to Japan because she 
had “dreamed of going there” and when 
the opportunity came she “grabbed it by 
the reins.” The girls have the opportunity 
of a lifetime and MHS is excited to hear 
about their journey when they return.

America is 
Trumped
By: Nicole Funk 
 It has been a solid two and a 
half months since current President 
Donald J Trump, has taken office, and 
he sure has made an impact. DJT has 
signed 26 executive orders, actions, and 
memoranda since claiming his seat in the 
Oval Office, all of which drastically range 
from either breaking down ObamaCare 
(the Affordable Care Act), to restricting 
immigration from seven predominately 
Muslim countries (Libya, Sudan, Iran, 
Syria, Yemen, and Somalia). 
 One of the most controversial of 
the 26 executive orders is the travel ban. 
The order basically states that immigrants 
from the above listed seven countries 
(Libya, Sudan, Iran, Syria, Yemen, and 
Somalia) have been restricted entry into 
the United States for 120 days, even if 
you were previously living in the United 
States. Trump stated, “This is not a Muslim 
ban, as the media is falsely reporting. This 
is not about religion -- this is about terror 
and keeping our country safe.” However, 
these seven countries are predominately 
Muslim, so many are criticizing Trump’s 
order, saying it is racist and against 
religion. 
 Trump has also called the media 
“the enemy of the American people!” DJT 
came to this conclusion solely because 
of the fact that reports were stating 
that Obama had more supporters at his 
inaugurations than Trump did. Although 
there are no numerical estimates, the side-
by-side pictures sure do say a lot.
 Along with Trump’s law changes 
and executive orders, he has also changed 
American laws as well. Trump’s son-in-
law, Jared Kushner, is the Senior Advisor 
to the President. Since this previously 
would have been considered a conflict of 
interest, Trump has changed the law that 
would prevent this role. To put it lightly, 
Trump’s presidency is having a very 
controversial start.

The students who will go to Japan this summer.                                                    Photo By Jessica Stronach
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By: Brooke Dominello

Future Of Farming

By: Maddy Dawley

 Teenagers struggle trying to 
handle hours of homework assignments, 
extracurricular activities, sports practices, 
and work on a day-to-day basis, keeping 
them busy around the clock. 
 Students who work many hours 
each week are very stressed because of 
the homework pile they know they have 
to deal with later. According to a search 
done by the Institute for Social Research 
in 2010, students that work for more than 
15 hours a week may begin to see adverse 
academic effects such as poor grades and 
the use of more drugs and alcohol than 
students who work less than 15 hours a 
week for students that work more than 20 
hours a week, school may be a struggle 
because they feel overworked and tend to 
lose focus during classes. 
 The bright side of learning how 

Job Pause

to juggle school and many hours of 
work is that students learn how to better 
manage their time. According to a study 
done by a sociology professor Jeylan 
T. Mortimer, teenagers with part-time 
jobs are more organized and manage 
things more efficiently than students that 
are unemployed. They are also more 
confident about themselves because of 
their jobs. In an article written by Linda 
Emma, it says that when students get 
promoted at their jobs, they feel more 
confident about themselves at school and 
are able to “develop a stronger sense of 
self-efficacy.”
 For student athletes, it is more 
difficult to handle their time between 
school, work, and also having to attend all 
of their games and practices. Although it 
may be difficult to control time, it may be 

easier to manage school work because of 
the fact that students know they only have 
a certain amount of time to complete it.
 A study was done by the National 
Center for Education Statistics, which 
proved that the number of students that 
work part-time jobs has plummeted. In 
1990, 32% of students had jobs. That 
number has dramatically decreased to 
16%. Charles Hirschman, a sociology 
professor at the University of Washington 
said, “When you can’t find someone else 
to bag your groceries or work construction, 
often teenagers are the labor force you can 
count on to pick up the slack for a low 
wage. But now, with recession, everybody 
has moved down. Those jobs aren’t going 
to teenagers.”

 With an ever-growing population, 
areas deemed unfit for agriculture struggle 
to feed their civilians. Fortunately, Marc 
van Rijsselberghe, a Dutch farmer, has 
taken matters into his own hands and 
formed a solution. Salt Farm Texel, 
located on the Dutch isle of Texel, has 
been experimenting with potatoes and 
other various vegetables to determine 
which species can prosper in  salt-afflicted 
soil.
 By 2050, the world population 
is expected to reach 9 billion; worldwide 
over 1.5 billion hectares of soil is 
contaminated with sodium chloride, this 
number increases 3 hectares per minute. 
At this rate, it will be nearly impossible 
to support the future population. Recently, 
the Netherlands had defied what was 
deemed impossible and opened a world 
of possibilities for agriculture; a program 

designed to grow salt-tolerant potatoes to 
send to Pakistan has proven success. 
 According to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
approximately 800 million people are 
under-nourished, over 250 million people 
live on land where brackish waters affect 
the soil, with the recent discoveries we are 
able to help these people grow sustainable 
food.  The potato seeds along with carrots, 
strawberries, onions, and lettuce, are sent 
to countries like Pakistan and Bangladesh 
to cultivate the crops where most others 
could not grow. The key factor in these 
non-GMO potatoes is that rather than 
absorbing salt in their flesh, it travels to 
the leaves, making all of the food grown 
on these lands sweeter than those grown 
on normal land. Salty soil is no match for 
the all mighty potato; this is the future of 
farming.

Photo By: Catherine Furman
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MHS NEWS
Milestone Wins for 
MHS Wrestling

By: Emmiley Genua

 MHS wrestlers dedicate a lot 
of their time and manage to maintain a 
certain diet to be able to wrestle the way 
they do. This has helped them achieve 
a lot. A couple of wrestlers were able to 
accomplish their hundredth win during 
their high school careers. Two seniors, 
Emanuel Diaz and Joel Morth and two 
juniors, Samuel Kury and Noah Caskey 
all met this milestone.
 Noah Caskey, a junior said, “Well 
to be completely honest I didn’t know I 
had my hundredth win… I celebrated it 
when I had my hundredth and ninth win. 
And it didn’t really feel any different to 
me when I celebrated it because it was just 
like any other match to me. My goals for 
this year were to win class S, that I did and 
to win state opens.”
 Joel Morth, a senior said, 
“Getting my hundredth win felt great and 
it was such a great achievement. I had my 
hundredth win my junior year like Sam 
and Noah and as of right now I have 169 

wins. My goals for this year were to be 
able to win states and to win state opens. I 
came in second for state opens, and made 
it to New England’s.”
 Kury said, “It just felt like another 
match to me, but after it was really special 
because people had posters made for 
me. Also when I won it was pretty cool 
because I won my ECC championship 
match, so not only did I win ECCs but I 
got my hundredth win at the same time.” 
 According to Diaz, “It was 
pretty fun and it was a great experience 
to get that win. Not many wrestlers have 
the opportunity to accomplish that and 
especially in my weight class. My goals 
for this year were to go undefeated during 
the regular season, which I did and win 
ECCs, which I also did. It also was a great 
feeling when I realized all the support I 
had.”

Recognition in Writing

By: Brooke Dominello

 Students across the state 
submitted their writing to the Connecticut 
Writing Project (CWP) in hopes of being 
selected to have their work published in 
the Connecticut Student Writers (CSW) 
magazine. Hundreds of students submitted 
poetry, works of fiction and non-fiction, 
and art to CWS for the 2017 competition. 
Competitors were not restricted to any 
certain genre as long as the submission 
followed the guidelines and were under 
1,500 words. 
 The CWP is a part of the 
National Writing Project (NWP), and was 
established in Storrs in 1982. The NWP 
is a network that has sites nationwide 
at colleges and universities to improve 
the teaching of writing among schools 
and communities. The NWP encourages 
students of all ages (K-12) to engage in 
writing and become and accomplished 
writer. “The mission of the NWP is 
to improve student achievement by 
improving the teaching of writing and 
improving learning in the nation’s 
schools.” (cwp.uconn.edu) In hopes of 
improving overall writing nationwide, the 
NWP has approximately 200 university-
based writing projects across the country.
 There will be a CSW Student 
Recognition night to congratulate this 
year’s participants. This year, some of 
Montville’s own are honorable mentions 
at this year’s CSW Student Recognition 
Night. Congratulations to Joshua 
Archibald for his submissions “The 
Lighthouse” and “Your Countrymen”, to 
Shumoel Zafar for her poem, “Murderers 
of Humanity”, to Alan Abutin for his 
poem, “Late Night Insights”, to Karishma 
Chouhan for her poem “Cinderella”, and 
to Brooke Dominello for her submissions 
“Seven Words” and “White”. I would also 
like to congratulate Mrs. Laurencot for 
being an editor of the CSW magazine. 
 The CSW Student Recognition 
Night will be held at the UConn, Storrs 
campus on May 11, 2017.

Emanuel Diaz, Sam Kury, Noah Caskey, missing from photo Joel Morth.          Photo By: Jessica Stronach



Page 11 The ChiefTain

MHS NEWS

By: Abigale Houser

 Montville High School is home to 
a diverse student body. With such a variety 
of people there comes an assortment of 
struggles and one struggle in particular is 
experienced by the LGBTQ community. 
Cody Shefer, a junior at MHS, has spoken 
out in this interview and shared his 
perspective on being transgender.
 Shefer reacted to the Trump 
administration withdrawing federal 
protection for transgender students by 
saying, “I didn’t like him to begin with I 
didn’t want him to win the election but I 
didn’t think he was going to do anything 
to the LGBTQ people because we’re 
not the problem right now; like we have 
other things to worry about so I wasn’t 
expecting it and then he did and I was 
like ok, why?” Shefer goes on to say, 
“but then I heard the thing about Malloy 

Cody Shefer: An Honest Interview 

and I was like we’re good, we’re fine, it’s 
ok.”  Shefer was specifically referring to 
the reversal of O’bama’s ruling directing 
public schools to allow students to use 
bathrooms and lockers of the gender they 
identify with.
 Shefer gave some advice to 
students who are thinking about coming 
out as transgender: “Don’t come out until 
you’re ready; you don’t want to force 
yourself to come out. The teachers here 
are totally accepting of it, like, they’re 
so good with it. If you just email them, 
like you don’t even have to do it in 
person-- that gave me anxiety to do it in 
person. So the first teacher I came out to 
was Mr. Cushing. I emailed him and he 
was like yeah that’s cool man, whatever, 
and I was like whoa. That gave me a lot 
more confidence to tell other teachers. 

The teachers will make you feel very 
comfortable. Everybody that I’ve told 
here has been very accepting.”   Cody 
explains what it was like coming out to 
the teachers at MHS. “I think kids are just 
worried about the students more. At the 
end of the day it doesn’t really matter what 
they think. If your friends don’t accept 
you then are they really your friends?” 
 Cody emphasized the fact that 
people coming out shouldn’t worry about 
others, however he also spoke about how 
people would comment “He/she” and 
“tranny” under his pictures on Instagram. 
His response to the hate comments is, “If 
you don’t like what I’m doing than don’t 
be friends with me.” 

By: Andrew Petherick

Humans of MHS: Michaela MacCracken 

Are there any differences between 
freshman and sophomore year?
Well, freshman year I was so much more 
immature. This year I feel like I have 
matured a lot more. Like freshman year 
I felt like a little kid, and it was fun, but 
like, I got my report card back. Then, it 
was like I need to take this serious. This 
year I have been getting better grades.

What is the best part of the Montville 
High School Community?
For me, it is the sports programs. It is 
where I have made all of my friends, and 
where all my relationships are. I love all 
the sports teams. The friendships you 
build in sports are great, and it is where 
you grow as a person.

What are your favorite hobbies in the 
summer and are any vacations planned 
for the summer?
Summer, I obviously love to go to the 
beach. I also play soccer in the summer. I 
just hang out with friends too; I don’t do 
that much in the summer. April vacation, I 
am going to Florida, but for the summer I 
have no vacations planned.

What role do your friends play in your 
life?
My friends probably play the biggest role 
in my life. They have a major influence in 
my life in many aspects.

Photo By: Jessica Stronach
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Guess the Senior

By: Ashley Seldon

 Arguably the peak of Justin 
Bieber’s career was in 2012. Bieber had 
released his highly successful album 
‘Believe’ which held some of his most 
popular hits and made $209.9 million 
dollars off the adjoining world tour. He 
also dealt with his celebrity girlfriend 
Selena Gomez. Then, in 2013, his boy-
crazed fans noticed a major personality 
shift in the pop sensation. 
 This was the year where Bieber 
gained a new reputation in the media—he 
went from every teenage girl’s celebrity 
crush to an absolute jerk. For some odd 
reason Bieber chose to act incredibly 
reckless. He was seen spitting on a group 
of fans, was filmed urinating in a mop 
bucket in public, offended many when 
he suggested Anne Frank might’ve been 
a belieber, tweeted a retirement threat to 

Bizzle Bieber

fans as a Christmas gift, and was caught 
on multiple occasions experimenting 
with drug use.  It wasn’t just personality 
that was changing, it was also apparent 
physically. Bieber traded his comfortable 
flannels and cardigans for wife-beaters 
and drop-crotch pants. In fact, it was rare 
to see Justin with a shirt; he was often seen 
showing off his heavily tatted torso with 
pride. His online released album Journals 
received mixed emotions from fans seeing 
as it had a totally different vibe. Beautiful 
vocals and catchy lyrics were replaced 
with more mature references than his 
pg-13 audiences were used to. All of 
this earned him a new alter ego gifted by 
fans— “Bizzle.” 
 A new conspiracy theory has been 
suggested to explain for Bieber’s behavior: 
Could Justin have an identical twin 

referred to as Bizzle?  It is said that when 
Pattie Mallete and Jeremy Bieber parted 
ways each took a son. Pattie obviously 
kept Justin and Jeremy parented Bizzle. 
The two brothers grew up despising one 
another, which would explain why they’ve 
never been seen together. After a tiring 
year in 2012 Justin decided to have his 
identical twin take over for a good year, 
being interested in music himself Bizzle 
would have the opportunity to put out his 
own material. Now Justin pays Bizzle 
to keep quiet about his existence, and 
funds for his expensive lifestyle, entailing 
lavish Playboy parties in his Miami 
residence. Yes, trends fade and fame can 
change people, but no one can deny that 
it was almost like Justin Bieber became a 
completely different being that year. 

 Last issue’s Guess the Senior was 
Molly Podeszwa. This issue’s Guess the 
Senior usually finds himself snacking on 
any kind of chips he can get his hands 
on. If he could only eat at one restaurant 
for the rest of his life, he’d eat at Chili’s. 
At a restaurant, he usually orders Dr 
Pepper. His favorite type of juice is fruit 
punch. When asked if he peeled or cut his 
oranges, he said he normally peels them 
but he doesn’t find himself eating the fruit 
all that often. He usually recklessly spends 
his money on food. At the moment, he 
does not have a favorite song, since he 
just listens to what’s on the radio.
In middle school, he played soccer and 
basketball. In ten years, he sees himself 
coaching some sort of sports team. If he 
could choose a job without worrying how 
much he made, he would be a professional 
athlete. A language he’s always wanted 

to learn is Latin. The best gift he’s ever 
received was a watch from his girlfriend. 
He prefers using a pencil to take notes. He 
is also the type to turn his pencil around to 
erase his mistakes rather than scribbling 
them out. His favorite highlighter color is 
green. He is okay with public speaking. 
The one person who made his four years 
in high school a more pleasant experience 
is Mr. Kelly. When asked when senioritis 
started affecting him, he said halfway 
through freshman year. He prefers using 
his phone over his agenda to keep track 
of things. Something that always makes 
him laugh is bad puns. If he had to choose 
between losing his sight or losing his 
hearing, he’d lose his hearing. If he had 
to choose one thing to do every day for 
the rest of his life, he’d play video games 
since he doesn’t get to play them a lot 
nowadays.

The Mystery Senior’s Landyard       Photo By: Fernanda Reyes


